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Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 3 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 2003) . It is known that the coordination behavior of arenesulfonates with transition metals can be tailored in the presence of amino ligands (Lian et al., 2007; Liu et al., 2006; Zhou et al., 2004; Chen et al., 2001; Cai et al., 2001; Chen et al., 2002) . Herewith we present the crystal structure of the title compound, [C 6 (Fig. 1) .
The asymmetric unit of (I) contains a half of complex cation and a half of organic anion. Four water molecules coordinate to the nickel ion in trans position, respectively, and two imine nitrogen atoms from two imidazole ligands coordinate to nickel atom in trans position too. Thus, the nickel ion has a slightly distorted octahedral coordination geometry.
The title compound adopts the same hybrid organic-inorganic packing pattern as that reported earlier (Cai, 2004; Cai et al., 2001; Chen et al., 2002) . The intermolecular O-H···O and N-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) form an extensive three-dimensional network, which consolidates the crystal packing.
Disodium naphthalene-1,5-disulfonate (0.33 g, 1 mmol) and imidazole (0.27 g, 4 mmol) were added to an aqueous solution of NiCl 2 6H 2 O (0.24 g, 1 mmol). The result solution was stirred at 60°C for four hours in a water bath. After filtration, a clear solution was set aside to crystallize. Platelike blue crystals were collected in 70% yield (base on Ni) after three days. 
